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The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) first began in
1968 as a course for students aged 16-19 living away from their home
country to have the foundations to be able to pursue a university education.
Since then, the IB have created three more programmes: the Primary Years
Programme (PYP) for 3-11 year olds, the Middle Years Programme (MYP) for
11-16 year olds and an alternative vocational programme for 16-19 year olds
called the Career Related Programme (CP). 

These programmes are now
studied in 5,700 schools in 160

countries (IB, 2023) but, to
allow access to a wide range of

students from different
circumstances, there is no

requirement to study all of the
programmes. This means many
students enter the DP without

prior experience of an IB
programme.



Full Diploma Course Certificates

In order for students to be
eligible for the full diploma, they
need to study 6 subjects, 3 at
Higher Level (HL) and 3 at
Standard Level (SL). Students
must study: 

One Group 1 and one Group 2
subject, or two Group 1
subjects
One subject from each of
Groups 3, 4 and 5
One Group 6 subject or an
additional Group 1, 2, 3 or 4
All Core subjects: Theory of
Knowledge (ToK), Extended
Essay (EE) and Creativity,
Activity and Service (CAS)
Students who study two Group 1
subjects will be eligible for the
Bilingual Diploma.

There are two routes for students studying the Diploma Programme:

This pathway provides students
with individual subject
qualifications and offers greater
flexibility of subject choice.
Through this option, students do
not have to study any particular
combination of subjects or levels.
However, The Codrington School
minimum requirement is: 

English Literature SL
Maths A&I SL
3 other subjects at SL
Creativity, Activity and
Service.

PATHWAYS

To find out more about
university recognition and
requirements, check with
the individual institutions

or consult the IB’s
Recognition Database at

ibo.org/university-
admission



SUBJECT CHOICES
 

Group 5:
Maths

Group 4:
Sciences

Group 6:
Arts

Group 3:
Individuals

and
Societies

Group 2:
Language

Acquisition

HL Visual
Arts

HL History

HL Design
Technology

SL Visual
Arts

SL History

SL Design
Technology

The following subjects are available at The Codrington School. Those in blue are
available onlineviaPamojaforanadditionalcost:

HL English
Literature 

SL English
Literature 

SL Literature
SSST*

HL Spanish

B

SL Mandarin
Ab Initio

SL Spanish

Ab Initio

HL French

B

SL French 
B

HL Biology

SL Biology

HL
Environmental
Systems and

Societies^

SL
Environmental
Systems and

Societies^

HL
Environmental
Systems and

Societies^

SL Application
&

Interpretation

SL
Environmental
Systems and

Societies^

SL French 
Ab Initio

HL
Economics

SL

Economics

HL Analysis
&

Approaches

SL Analysis 
&

Approaches

HL Business
Management

SL Business
Management

SL
Philosophy

Group 1:
Language

and
Literature

SL Spanish
B

SL 
Psychology

*SSST: School-Supported Self Taught - Only students who are native speakers of a language other than English are eligible to select this
option. The course follows the same structure as English A: Literature.

^ Environmental Systems and Societies can be selected in Group 3, Group 4 or both. If selected as both, students who wish to pursue

the full diploma need to ensure they meet the other requirements.

HL Visual
Arts

SL Visual
Arts

SL Analysis 
&

Approaches

SL 
Application 

&
Interpretation

SL Business
Management

SL
Philosophy

HL
Psychology

SL
Psychology



SCHEDULING
 Wherepossible,we try to meetstudentrequestsforsubject

combinations.However, thisisnotalwayspracticable.Beloware
example schedules for DP students:
Full Diploma: 

During the periods where students do not have a scheduled class, they may
be required to attend a supervised study period

Course Certificate: 



LITERATURE



AB INITIO



LANGUAGE B



I. Course descriptions and Aims: 

History is a dynamic, evidence-based, interpretive discipline that engages with the past. DP history is one
of the courses in the academic area of individuals and societies. 
The overarching emphasis of the DP history course is to help students develop as practitioners of
history.This means engaging students in different forms of historical inquiry. The course allows students to
explore the past through a variety of contexts, concepts, content and skills. In this interpretive discipline,
students will engage with diverse perspectives and evidence to reach their own judgements.

The DP history course is grounded in a variety of global, regional and national themes, and allows for a
mixture of comparative, thematic and in-depth studies. It provides a balance of structure and flexibility,
enabling the course to be implemented in a wide range of contexts.

History is both an academic discipline and a part of the everyday, lived experience of all students. History
informs identity, culture, society, politics, and the relationships between individuals and communities.
Through the course, students will develop an understanding and appreciation of history in all these
dimensions.

N.B: No prior study of History is needed to undertake the History DP course. 

The aims of the DP History Course is as follows: 
• inquire into the past through historical contexts, concepts, content and skills 
• investigate historical events, issues and topics 
• explore and evaluate diverse historical perspectives and arguments 
• examine diverse historical identities and experiences. 

II. Curriculum Model Overview
Norse Exploration (982 - 1020 CE)
Aztec Empire (1428 - 1469 CE)
Hitler in Germany
Castro in Cuba
Nasser in Egypt
Peron in Argentina
The Americas during the Cold War (1945-1991)
Social movements in the Americas (1945 - 2020)

HISTORY



BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT



ECONOMICS



PHILOSOPHY

PSYCHOLOGY



ENVIRONMENTAL
SYSTEMS AND SOCIETIES



BIOLOGY



I. Course descriptions and Aims: 
The DP design technology course is engaging, accessible, inspiring and rigorous. It has the following
characteristics.
The course:

draws on a wide spectrum of knowledge
enables and empowers innovation, exploration and the acquisition of further knowledge
actively promotes the act of learning by experience through topics designed for practical
exploration
raises ethical issues in design
is underpinned by design thinking.

Design thinking involves the ability to:
understand users, challenge one’s own assumptions, redefine complex problems and create
innovative solutions that can be modelled and tested
utilize an experimental and inquiry-based approach to problem-solving
engage with empathy, definition, ideation, prototyping and testing
appreciate how theoretical and practical limitations affect the extent to which problems can be
solved.

During the course, students will develop a product design solution. This will involve the ability to:
identify a problem or need
design, model, test and develop a product design solution (performance testing)
liaise with clients, target audiences and end-users to evaluate the success of the product design
solution (user testing).

DESIGN
TECHNOLOGY



MATHEMATICS



ANALYSIS &
APPROACHES (A&A)

APPLICATIONS &
INTERPRETATION

(A&I)



I. Course descriptions and Aims: 
The visual arts course empowers students to become creative and critical. It encourages them to
engage with the world through individual and shared experiences, imagination and action.
In addition, the visual arts course aims to enable students to:

1.appreciate that art-making enhances knowledge, develops understanding and transforms ways of
being

2.employ curiosity, creativity and dialogue to more openly engage with the self, the world and
others

3.draw on art-making and artworks for their own, and their communities’, well-being and flourishing.

In this visual arts course students learn how to create, communicate and connect as artists.

Students engage in creative practices and processes, and learn art-making as inquiry. Teachers and
students can adapt the curriculum to their unique contexts, interests and passions. Together, they
transform the classroom into a contemporary visual arts studio. This becomes a collaborative,
inclusive, creative and conceptually rich space where students develop their art through personal
lines of inquiry that explore and solve open-ended challenges relevant to them.

As practising artists, students experiment with a variety of art-making forms and creative strategies,
investigate and connect with past and contemporary artworks, and engage with the world and other
people’s diverse perspectives. By curating, sharing and exhibiting their artworks, students
communicate with a variety of audiences. Inquiry and choice are at the heart of this course, allowing
students to pursue their artistic intentions and to create with curiosity, empathy and resilience.

The course fosters creativity, communication, critical thinking and collaboration—skills essential in a
variety of rapidly evolving fields and professions. Students learn that by making art they are
empowered to engage, transform and emerge, both as individuals and as members of a community.
These positive and creative approaches will stay with students after they complete the course,
enriching any of their future pursuits.

VISUAL ARTS



CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY
AND SERVICE (CAS)

All CAS students are expected to maintain and complete a CAS portfolio
as evidence of their engagement with CAS. The CAS portfolio is a collection

of evidence that showcases CAS experiences and student reflections;
it is not formally assessed.



THEORY OF
KNOWLEDGE (TOK)



EXTENDED
ESSAY (EE)
I. Course descriptions and Aims: 

The extended essay is an in-depth study of a focused topic, undertaken either through a subject-focused
approach or an interdisciplinary approach combining two DP subjects. Students choose from the list of
available DP subjects for the examination session in question. This is normally one of the student’s six
selected subjects (or two in the case of the interdisciplinary pathway) for those taking the IB diploma, or a
subject that a course student has a background in. 
The extended essay is intended to promote academic research and writing skills, providing students with
an opportunity to engage in personal research in a topic of their own choice, under the guidance of a
supervisor (an appropriately qualified member of staff within the school). 
Students produce a significant piece of appropriately presented and structured writing, in which ideas and
findings are communicated in a coherent, reasoned manner, appropriate to the subject(s) chosen. 
Students must attend three reflection sessions with their supervisor. The third session is a short,
concluding interview, or viva voce, that follows the completion of their extended essay. An assessment of
this reflection is made under criterion E using the reflection and progress form (RPF).
The extended essay, whether subject-focused or interdisciplinary, is assessed against common criteria.

The aims of the extended essay are to enable students to:
1. experience the excitement of intellectual exploration
2. engage in student-led academic research on a topic of personal interest
3. develop skills in research, thinking, self-management and communication
4. reflect on the learning experience of doing an extended essay.

Key features of the extended essay: 
• The extended essay is compulsory for all students taking the DP and is an option for course students.
• The extended essay is a piece of independent research and writing on a topic chosen by the student in
consultation with a designated supervisor in the school.
• The extended essay is presented as a formal piece of academic writing containing no more than 4,000
words accompanied by a reflective statement of no more than 500 words.
• The essay is the result of approximately 40 hours of work by the student. 
• Students are supported by a supervision process recommended to be three to five hours long, which
includes three mandatory reflection sessions; the third and final reflection session is the viva voce, a
concluding interview with the supervisor.
• The extended essay process helps to prepare students for the research-driven environment of university
or college.

N.B: The extended essay is externally assessed and, in combination with the grade for theory of
knowledge (TOK), contributes up to three points to the total score for the IB diploma. A student must
achieve a D grade or higher for the extended essay to be awarded the diploma.







ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

MYP Students
 

External Candidates

Language Requirements

 

Achieve at least grade 2 CSEC or 6 at GCSE in the subjects
selected for HL 
Achieve grade 3 CSEC or 4-5 at GCSE in the subjects selected
for SL 
Submit Predicted Grades before enrolments and results as they
are awarded 
Complete a supervised entry screener for English, Maths and
selected Language Acquisition language.

Successfully complete the School’s “CASJunior” requirements.
Graduate from MYP with either an MYP Certificate or MYP
Honours Certificate 
For HL subjects, achieve a 6 or above in said subjects at the
end of MYP5 
For SL subjects, achieve a 5 or above in said subjects at the end
of MYP5.

The school’s language of delivery of the DP is English. Therefore, in
order to have access to instruction and to the course materials, a
students must demonstrate near native proficiency (C1) to access the
rigorous academic demands of the programme. 

Second language learners will undertake a Duolingo Language test as
part of their admissions process.
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The IB learner pro le represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like
them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities.

3

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues
and ideas that have local and global signi cance. 

We nurture our curiosity, developingskillsforinquiryand
research. We know how to learnindependentlyandwithothers.
We learn with enthusiasm and sustainourloveoflearning
throughout life.

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive di erence
in the lives of others and in the world around us.

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as
well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a
range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take We approach uncertainty with forethought and responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative indetermination; we work independently and cooperatively to
making reasoned, ethical decisions.

explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful an
resilient in the face of challenges and change.
We understand the importance of balancing di erent aspects of 
our lives—intellectual, physical, and emotional—to achieve
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependenc
with other people and with the world in which we live.

We express ourselves con dently and creatively in more than
one language and in many ways. We collaborate e ectively,
listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and
gro u p s.

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness
and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people
everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their
consequences.

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and
experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknessesin order to support our learning and personal development.

IB learner profile
 Theaim ofallIBprogrammesistodevelopinternationallymindedpeoplewho,recognizingtheir

common humanityandsharedguardianshipoftheplanet,helptocreateabetterandmorepeacefulworld.
As IB learnerswestrivetobe:



Student signature Parent signature 

The Codrington School’s Diploma Programme - Subject Interest Form 

Subject
Group1:Studies in LanguageandLiterature
EnglishALiterature
SSSTLiterature(indicate language)

Group 2: Language acquisition
French B
Spanish B
Spanish Ab initio
Group 3: Individuals and Societies
Business Management
History
Economics
Environmental Systems and Societies
Group 4: Sciences
Biology
Environmental Systems and Societies
Design Technology
Group 5: Mathematics
Mathematics: Applications & Interpretations
Mathematics: Analysis & Approaches
Group 6: The Arts
Visual Arts
Pamoja course* 

HL SL 

Please return the completed form by the deadline 

While we will do everything we can to meet your subject selection requests, final subjects will be
based on student suitability and the needs of the timetable. This will be supported by end of year
grades for each subject, discussions with or reports from teachers, and other student requests. 

Student Name: ………………………………………………………... Date: ………………………………………………………... 

Indicate your choices in the boxes below. 

Pathway: Diploma Programme Course Certificates 

*Pamoja Course: Should be in keeping with your course of study and school approved. Please note the additional costs involved 
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Pamoja Education, 2023. Online Learning Reimagined. Available from
https://pamojaeducation.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/pamoja-
online-learning-reimagined.pdf

IB Mission Statement
The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who
help to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with schools,
governments and international organizations to develop
challenging programmes of international education and
rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world
to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners
who understand that other people, with their differences,
can also be right.

The Codrington School Mission Statement
The mission of The Codrington School is to empower all

children and adults within the community to become
internationally-minded learners who embrace and respect

academic excellence and a love of life-long learning and
who exemplify the traits of the IB learner profile.


